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and had thus far more power than Lafayette had ever had to
enforce his wishes as to the form of government. Dumouriez
and the army was the one topic of conversation in the capital
in the beginning of October, 1792; and with mingled feelings
was the news received on October 12 that the successful
general had arrived in Paris. The principal Girondins
prepared to crown him with honours, and to persuade him to
add the power of his soldiers to the strength of their eloquence.
But the army of Dumouriez and its victories deserve a minute
examination,, for that army more truly represented the opinion
of France than all the journalists of Paris put together. To
the frontiers had rushed all the brave young men of France :
nobles to escape proscription; bourgeois to save their families
from ruin; students from love of fighting and love of France;
strong men from shame that the soil of France should be
trodden by an invader These were the men who were to
save the Republic if the Convention founded and watched over
it; and great as is the credit that many of the deputies to tho
Convention deserve for their labours in Paris and the provinces,
still greater should be the honour paid by all France to the
brave men who, with but little training and little discipline and
inferior weapons, had yet driven the redoubtable Prussian
army of Frederick the Great, flushed with its successes in
many wars, headlong across the French frontier.